Complete small bowel obstruction in the early postoperative period complicating surgical sling procedure.
The surgical insertion of an absorbable sling mesh has become the most promising technique for excluding the small bowel from the pelvis prior to radiotherapy. Both human and animal studies suggest that this procedure is very safe. The author reports what appears to be the first significant mesh-related complication. A 69-year-old man suffered early postoperative complete mechanical small bowel obstruction after insertion of a polyglactin 910 (Vicryl) surgical sling mesh at the time of low anterior resection for a stromal sarcoma of the rectum. Urgent laparotomy was required and revealed that the Vicryl mesh was associated with an intense inflammatory reaction. Radiation therapy is a critical component of contemporary multimodal treatment of patients with rectal cancer. This case suggests that inserting biodegradeable mesh to protect the small bowel from radiation effects is not without complications.